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Planning
Commission’s
review of
recommended
amendments to:
1. Comprehensive
Plan
2. Zoning Code
3. Municipal Code
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Planning Commission
Briefing and discussion of amendment process

First study session to discuss proposed
amendments and identify major issues

Date
August 24

September 21

Public hearing and discussion of public input
October 12
Continued discussion and preliminary resolution of major issues

Discussion of additional public input
October 19
Resolution of Small Animal Husbandry policies and codes
Planning Commission report approval

November 2

3

Staff contact: Kimberly Dietz, 425‐556‐2415,
kdietz@redmond.gov
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7.04.156 Small domestic animals.
• (a) Types. Small domestic animals
(mammals and fowl) include rabbits,
ducks, geese, swans, chickens and
other similar animals. Mink, hogs,
large domestic animals and
household pets are excluded.
• (b) Limitations. In residential
districts, no more than ten small
domestic animals may be kept on a
minimum lot size of one-half acre. In
A and G districts, there shall be no
limit on the number of small
domestic animals kept.
• (c) Shelter. Small domestic animals
shall be sheltered in a suitable, clean
structure which shall be located at
least thirty feet away from any
property line.
• (d) Confinement. Adequate
measures shall be taken to prevent
animals from straying onto adjacent
property. (Ord. 1442 5/1988).
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7.04.158 Large domestic animals.
• (a) Types. Large domestic animals include horses,
cattle, sheep, goats, ponies, oxen and other similar
size animals. Mink, household pets and small
domestic animals are excluded.
• (b) Shelter. Large domestic animals shall be
sheltered in suitable, clean structures. Structures,
confinement and feeding areas associated with
large domestic animals shall be located at least
thirty feet away from any property line.
• (c) Limitations. The minimum land area required to
maintain any large domestic animal shall be one
acre, or the sum of the required land areas for each
animal as listed below, whichever is greater:
•
•

(1) Cattle, pigs or oxen, one acre each;
(2) Horses or ponies, one-half acre each;

•

(3) Sheep, goats or llamas, one-quarter acre each; provided,
that unweaned young will not be counted.

• (d) Confinement. Adequate measures shall be
taken to prevent animals from straying onto
adjacent property. See Section 20C.20.020 (15),
Electric Fences and Section 20C.20.050 (20)
Barbed Wire Fences in the Community
Development Guide.
• (e) Adequate measures shall be taken to properly
dispose of animal wastes. Accumulation of animal
waste shall be prohibited from being stored within
the required thirty-foot animal shelter setback. (Ord.
1442 6/1988).
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7.04.152 Household pets.
•
(a) T ypes. Household pets include animals such as
dogs, cats, hamsters, nonvenomous snakes, birds
and rabbits. Mink, and both large and small
domestic animals are excluded.
•
(b) Limitation. Each dwelling unit and the
accompanying lot or common area is limited to
three household pets plus one unweaned litter
produced by any of the pets, provided, that this
limitation shall not apply to gerbils, hamsters, birds
and nonvenomous snakes.
•
(c) Shelter. Household pets shall be sheltered in
the dwelling unit or in a suitable and clean structure
located within the building setback lines of the
accompanying lot. (Ord. 1442 § 3, 1988).

7.04.154 Beekeeping.
•
Beekeeping, where permitted, is subject to the
following requirements:
•
(a) No more than four hives per lot shall be allowed
in areas zoned R-l, R-2, or R-3, and no more than
two hives per lot shall be allowed in areas zoned R4, R-5 or R-6, provided, that a beekeeper who picks
up a swarm of bees may hold them for a period of
no more than two weeks, notwithstanding the
provisions of this section.
•
(b) Colonies shall be maintained in small movable
frame hives.
•
(c) Adequate space shall be maintained in the hives
to prevent overcrowding and swarming.
•
(d) Colonies shall be requeened with a young
hybrid queen annually, or as often as necessary to
prevent any swarming or aggressive behavior.
•
(e) All colonies shall be registered with the
Washington State Department of Agriculture in
accordance with apiary law, RCW 15.60.030.
•
(f) Hives shall not be located within twenty-five feet
of any property line, except under the following
conditions:
•
(1) When situated eight feet or more above
adjacent ground level; or
•
(2) When there is a solid fence at least six feet high
separating the hive from the property line,
extending at least twenty feet from the hive along
the property line in both directions.
•
(g) Bees living in trees, buildings or any other
space (except in movable frame hives), abandoned
colonies or diseased bees shall constitute a public
nuisance and shall be abated, as set forth in this
chapter. (Ord. 1442 § 4, 1988).
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Staff contact: Kimberly Dietz, 425‐556‐2415,
kdietz@redmond.gov
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Seattle Tilth’s
Chicken
Coop and
Urban Farm
Tour Inspires
Urban
Farmers

Monday,
September 12 Oxbow Center
Farm Walk
The Journey
from Farm to
Education
Center
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2009:
FDA’s Final Rule
for Prevention of
SE in Shell Eggs
During
Production,
Transportation,
and Storage

Redmond
COAD –
Surviving
Disaster,
Linking
People to
Resources
Fifty Hosts
Show Off
Backyard
Animals and
Gardens on
July 9
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Municipality

Lot Size

Bothell
Burien

Half acre

Federal Way

35,000 sq. ft.

Kent
Lake Forest
Park

Number Allow ed

20 f eet from property line

3
3

5,000 sq. ft.

10 f eet from property line

3

20,000 sq. ft.
5,000 more sq. feet
f or each additional

25 f eet from property line

1 per 20,000 sq. feet.

Mukilteo
Renton

Setbacks from
Property Line

6,000 sq. ft.

4

15 f eet from property line
25 f eet from dwelling unit

2-4
(less than 2 prohibited)

10 f eet from property line

3

Seattle

No minimum

10 f eet away dwelling unit

8

Tacoma

No minimum

50 f eet from dwelling unit

No limit

Tukwila

10,000 sq. ft.

20 f eet from property line
65 f eet from dwelling unit,

12

King County

20,000 sq. ft.
35,000 sq. ft.

3
5
8

City

Experience

Notes

Seattle





No significant increase in complaints since
ordinance change



Noise
Odor is not common
Slight increase in rodent
complaints related to chickens
Chickens at large

Bellev ue





Noise
Chicken feed attracting rats
Chickens at large

35 complaints in past 13 years
~3 complaints per year




Noise
Chickens at large

Kirkland
Sammamish

Since Kirkland has such strict rules,
not many complaints.
Many complaints on noise since roosters are still
legal. Proposed banning roosters, but citizens
were against banning roosters.

Woodinv ille



Noise

Some informal complaints, no code enforcement
cases in past 3 years

Bothell




Noise (roosters)
Chicken coops too close to
property line

~1 complaint per year

Issaquah

Kent

No complaints
Resource Conservation office sponsors the
Seattle T ilth




Odor
Chickens at large
Noise (rooster) about once a
month
9

Staff contact: Kimberly Dietz, 425‐556‐2415,
kdietz@redmond.gov
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Redmond

King County

• Zoning and land use
regulations:
• Zoning regulations based
on County
recommendations so as to
ensure the health and
safety of animals
• Land use regulations also
attempt to minimize the
impact of animals on
neighboring properties
• City does not have any
animal control or licensing
officers on staff

• If zoning violation is not
resolved and requires
additional “animal control” in
order to obtain compliance
or ensure the health and
safety of the animals, the
City then contacts King
County so that they can
follow up
• Barking, dangerous dogs,
and any animal that is
running at large is reported
to King County
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• Licensing
• Eligibility and issuance
• Notice and orders
• Appeals

•
•
•
•

Work with cities to update codes
Shelter and rescue operations
Disaster and emergency preparedness
Promoting vaccinations

WA State (WAC) regulates handling of
deceased and/or diseased animals and
addresses communicable diseases and
groundwater.
11

1. Online network
2. Offer for sale
3. Animal shelter
4. Poultry preserve
5. Limited slaughter
**Also, future assistance to foster
a community network
12

Staff contact: Kimberly Dietz, 425‐556‐2415,
kdietz@redmond.gov
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Noise

Hen

Barking dog
/ rooster

September 21, 2011

Decibels

Whisper Quiet Library

30dB

Normal conversation (3-5')

60-70dB

Telephone dial tone

80dB

City Traffic (inside car)

85dB

Train w histle at 500’
Truck Traffic

90dB

• Poultry “sleep” generally from dusk to daw n.
For example, some sleep from 4pm to 6am
Some sleep from 8pm to 8am
• Sleep times depend on the season and light
13

“Lock up your chickens at night. Many tame as
well as wild animals will chase and kill chickens.”
...Care of a Small Flock of Chickens, Daniel K. Andrews,
Extension Poultry Scientist, EB0971, May 8/June 30, 1914.
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Staff contact: Kimberly Dietz, 425‐556‐2415,
kdietz@redmond.gov
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16

no change to current code

17

• In single-family
residential zones
• 1 chicken
• Per 1,000 sq ft of
• Allow ed average
minimum lot size

• No more than 8
chickens

Zone

Average
Allow ed
m inim um lot
size

RA-5

4.5 acres

8

R-1

35,000 sq ft

8

R-2

18,000 sq ft

8

R-3

12,000 sq ft

8

R-4

7,000 sq ft

7

R-5

5,500 sq ft

6

R-6

4,000 sq ft

4

R-8

3,000 sq ft

3

18

Staff contact: Kimberly Dietz, 425‐556‐2415,
kdietz@redmond.gov
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• No less than 15’ away
from all property lines
• Screening and siting to
• Prevent visibility from
• Adjoining street
• Adjoining access
corridors

19

Food

Waste

Outside of setback

20

• 1 within 24-hour period
• More than 1 in 24-hours:
• Mobile slaughter unit
• Veterinary service
• Outside of residential zones

21

Staff contact: Kimberly Dietz, 425‐556‐2415,
kdietz@redmond.gov
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Review schedule
22

Planning Commission
Briefing and discussion of amendment process

First study session to discuss proposed
am endments and identify major issues
Public hearing and discussion of public
input
Continued discussion and preliminary
resolution of m ajor issues
Discussion of additional public input

Date
August 24

Septem ber 21
October 12

October 19

Resolution of Sm all Anim al Husbandry
policies and codes
Planning Com m ission report approval

Novem ber 2
23

24

Staff contact: Kimberly Dietz, 425‐556‐2415,
kdietz@redmond.gov
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